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Smolder book club discussion questions: (Spoiler alert!) 
 

1. As a defense mechanism against pain, extreme hoarding touches many people’s lives. 
What other defenses do people put in place when dealing with loss or pain that is 
ultimately unhealthy? 

2. In dealing with Dottie, Scarlett walks a narrow line as the daughter of a combative 
mother. Have you ever been forced to help someone who didn’t want to be helped? Were 
there feelings of resentment on both sides? Were your efforts rewarded in any way? 

3. The loyalty shown by Effie and Blanche toward Dottie is admirable. We all wish for 
friends like that who would stand by us through anything. Has there ever been an 
occasion, though, when you were forced to abandon a friendship because you could no 
longer handle the unhealthy drama? 

4. We learn that Scarlett, Finch and Krista’s close relationship began in high school, and 
that Krista was in love with Finch even then. Do you think Krista’s spiral into insanity 
began back then, brought on by jealously and frustration, or do you believe she was born 
as a narcissistic sociopath?  

5. Parent/child relationships are complex. Rowdy’s father, Sarge, was a sadistic bully, and 
he left behind an emotionally crippled son. By contrast, Cole Finch was a wonderful 
single parent. How did he lose sight along the way, and get so wrapped up in his son’s 
football career that he felt entitled to interfere in Finch’s life to the extent that he did? 

6. Krista’s lies about Scarlett and Finch’s pregnancy ended the young lovers’ relationship, 
and nearly sabotaged their happily-ever-after. Words are powerful things! Have mere 
words ever impacted your life in a big way, either positively or negatively?  

7. Scarlett’s parents, Dottie and Deacon, are a sad example of one person’s personality 
detrimentally overpowering the other’s. Although he married Dottie for better or for 
worse, did Deacon really have a choice to save his marriage? Should he have fought the 
losing battle and stayed for Scarlett’s sake? 

8. Krista got away with killing Ryleigh and frightening poor Miss Crenshaw into years of 
silence. Was it luck or genius? How many things do you think happen in life that are just 
plain dumb luck? 

9. The friends who gathered at the class reunion showed just how strong friendships can 
remain over time and distance. Their loyalty to Rowdy and their kindness shown to 
Bobby Jack in the aftermath of Krista’s destruction was heartwarming. How much 
courage do you think it took for Bobby Jack to show up at the reunion? Could you have 
done the same? 

10. When it became evident that Scarlett and Finch would begin a new life together, did you 
find it odd that she so quickly forgot all about her “dream career” and was so willing to 
move to L.A. to be with Finch, or back home to the tiny town of Greenshade to hang out 
her shingle? Have you ever had something you thought was so important suddenly 
become insignificant? Has the power of love ever changed the course of your life? 

 

 


